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Giuseppe Mazzini (1805-1872) was born in Genoa on 22nd June,
1805, the year of Napoleon's coronation as King of Italy. His father
was a distinguished citizen of Genoa, a doctor of some repute and
professor of Anatomy at the university. He had been a member of
the Government under the Ligurian Republic and took an active
interest in the European movements of his time. It is most likely that
Mazzini's republican ideas have their origin to an extent from what he
heard within the four walls of his father's house.

When he was sixteen, the insurrection broke out in Piedmont. We
have already mentioned that this attempt at the overthrow of the yoke
of an autocratic rule was ruthlessly suppressed and many Italian
patriots were brutally treated by the Austrians. A number of muti-
neers flocked into Genoa in the hope of embarking for Spain, and the
young Mazzini happened to meet some of these Piedmontese refugees
in the streets of the city. Mazzini recorded his impression in the
following words : * I see the people pass before my eyes in the livery
of wretchedness and political subjection, ragged and hungry, painfully
gathering the crumbs that wealth tosses insultingly to it, or lost and
wandering in riot and the intoxication of a brutish, angry, savage joy ;
and I remember that those brutalized faces bear the finger-print of
God, the mark of the same mission as our own. I lift myself to the
vision of the future and behold the people rising in its majesty, brothers
in one faith, one bond of equality and love, one ideal of citizen virtue
that ever grows in beauty, ungoaded by wretchedness, awed by the
consciousness of its rights and duties. And in the presence of that
vision my heart beats with anguish for the present and glories for
the future.' It was then he realized that his h'fe was destined to be
dedicated to the cause of the liberation of his motherland. * The idea
of an existing wrong in my own country,' he wrote forty years later,
* against which it was a duty to struggle, Hashed before my mind on
that day for the first time, never again to leave me.'

Mazzmi's university career was a brilliant one, and in his twenty-
first year he graduated as a Doctor-of-Law. In those days the ordinary
procedure of justice in Italy was complicated and expensive. Asa
young lawyer Mazzini pleaded the causes of the poor gratis for a number
of years and earned the reputation of being ' L'Avocatino,' an' advo-
cate of the poor.*
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